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Brief bio
• Anette Kairikko, Principal lecturer, PhD

• 25+ years of experience from from Finland and 
abroad in large international companies, small 
businesses, and startups, lecturing at higher 
education, as well as research, development, and 
innovation activities. 

• 2016-2020 PhD, University of Westminster, London

• 1991-1997 MSc (Econ.), Helsinki school of economics 
and business administration

• Research interests: entrepreneurial ecosystems, 
sustainable value creation, entrepreneurship 
education, co-innovation and corporate 
entrepreneurship, internationalization of SMEs and 
qualitative methods

• “I am passionate about global collaboration and 
continuous learning.”



My PhD research in the nutshell
• the dissertation examined edtech startups in the Finnish context: focus on the role of accelerator 

networks as embedding mechanisms for internationalising startups
• positioned at the intersection of entrepreneurship, international entrepreneurship, and innovation
• conceptually, the study draws on the concepts of network embeddedness and on international 

opportunities defined as non-linear, iterative, and interactive development
• conducted as a single case study within the emerging edtech sector in the Finnish context and it 

adopts abductive approach
• data consists of 46 interviews, observations, and documents  
• the analysis is based on the method of constant comparison
• key findings: 1) identifies accelerator networks, which are relevant for international opportunity 

development, 2) demonstrates the mechanisms of international opportunity development through 
networks, resources, and collaboration, 3) a typology is applied to classify internationalising 
startups in terms of accelerator networks, international opportunities, and product development

• key contributions: 1) to the emerging academic literature on accelerators by explaining the role of 
accelerator networks during the parallel process of venture creation and international opportunity 
development 2) propositions  developed to advance future accelerator studies 3) joins the 
discussion on contextual dimensions in entrepreneurship studies



Publications based on the PhD research

• Kairikko, A., & Dhaliwal, S. (2021) Accelerator networks as embedding mechanisms for internationalizing start-

ups: a study in the Finnish edtech context in Laveren et al. (eds) Contextual heterogeneity in entrepreneurship 

research – Frontiers in European Entrepreneurship Research. Edward Elgar Publishing.

• Kairikko, A., Dhaliwal, S., & Cacciolatti, L. (2023). Entrepreneurial micro-ecosystems: a study on connectedness 

and collaboration in the edtech community in Xheneti et al. (eds) Contextual Embeddedness of Entrepreneurship: 

Frontiers in European Entrepreneurship Research. Edward Elgar Publishing.



My PhD Journey

2015–2016

Doctoral studies at UEF 
2015-2016

2016

Change to the university of 
Westminster 2016

2016

First grant application  
written and accepted 2016

2017

8 weeks work rotation 
period in the accelerator 
2017

2018

1st study leave 5 months 
2018

2018

Second and third grant 
applications written and 
accepted 2018

2019–2020

2nd study leave 6 months 
2019-2020

2020

Viva  and finishing the 
process 2020



Research site: xEdu edtech accelerator









Attended conferences

09/2017

ESU Network: Doctoral conference, 
Lüneburg, Germany

05/2018

Westminster Business School annual 
symposium, University of Westminster, 
London

11/2018

ISBE conference, Birmingham, UK 
(shortlisted for the best paper in ECR 
category)

11/2018

ISBE Doctoral Day, Coventry, UK 

04/2019

II Paper Development Seminar on 
Entrepreneurial Process Research. 
Seville, Spain. The best paper award

11/2019 

RENT XXXIII conference. Berlin. 
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My 5 Top Tips for 
PhD students…



1. PLAN, PLAN AND 
PLAN SOME MORE



2. BE FLEXIBLE



3.  REMEMBER THE 
POWER OF PEER 
SUPPORT



4. SHARE YOUR 
RESEARCH INSIGHTS 
WITH DIFFERENT 
AUDIENCES



5. CONSIDER YOUR 
RESOURCES
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“Focus on the journey, not the destination. 
Joy is found not in finishing an activity but in 
doing it.”



Anette Kairikko | LinkedIn Thank you for your 
attention!

https://www.linkedin.com/in/anette-kairikko-65975313/
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